CHAPTER XIX
"Where Rust Doth Corrupt"

THE most celebrated as well as the largest of the Ladak
monasteries is that of Himi, situated some thirty miles from
Leh on the farther side of the Indus. It was founded by one
Stagtsang Raspa (" Tiger's Den Cotton-clad "), whose remani-
festation the head Lama of Himi, premier ecclesiastic of all
Ladak, is held to be. The present buildings date from about
three and a half centuries ago, having replaced an earlier
foundation that was destroyed by a landslide.

Himi is rich, owning considerable estates in various parts of
the country; its subordinate houses are numerous both in the
vicinity and even as far afield as Mulbek, on the border. The
names of five hundred monks are inscribed on its roll. It
belongs to the Order called Drugpa which, besides possessing
several lamaseries in Central and Western Tibet, can claim for
its own almost the entire body of clergy in Bhutan.

This monastery is considered to be one of the sights that must
not be missed and most visitors to the province make an excur-
sion there. We had come provided with a letter of introduction
to the abbot, since we imagined his home to be a seat of learn-
ing, where it might be worth while staying for some time in
order to study. The letter, wrapped in a silk scarf of the best
quality, was despatched to him by messenger, together with our
customary offering of five stones, among them an aquamarine.
In a gift of this sort, coins, or whatever else is tendered, should
add up to an odd number, as an even one is deemed unlucky.

The bearer of the missive completed the journey from Leh to
Himi and back in an amazingly short time, having started
homewards the very moment an answer was handed to him.
This is typical of the Ladakis when they travel; they pause as
little as possible till they have accomplished all their business
and can relax freely* Their speed never fails to astonish
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